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CHAMPIONS OF

CHARITY

THESE SOCIETY MAVENS HAVE DEDICATED THEMSELVES
TO HELPING OTHERS IN NEED, OF TEN ADDING A PERSONAL
TOUCH TO THEIR WORK. DANA KOH GETS UNDER THEIR
SKIN TO LEARN HOW THEY TURN DISTRESS INTO POSITIVITY
AND PROVE THAT REAL-LIFE HEROES DO EXIST

OLIVIERO AND CHIN BOTTINELLI

PERSONAL TOUCH: ORGANISING CHARITY AUCTIONS

Fordynamic couple Olivieroand Chin Bottinelli, giving as
they live comesnaturally, They actively support charities
suchasthe Singapore Red Cross Society, World Wildlife
Fund and UNIFEM by purchasingtables at gala dinners,
biddingat auctions andmaking donations, Chin, who owns
aboutique, Asiatique Collections, adds, “lalsa hope to use
my boutique asa platform for morecharitable causes.” The
charming lady has donated abeautifully handcrafted bag
from the boutique to the Passion Ballawction in the past.
“When youare fortunate enough, itis only naturalto
helpothers.And mostof thetime, you don'tneedte look
far, there is always someone in need around you, beit family,
friendsor peopleinyour neighbourhood,” Oliviero adds.
Ona professional level, asmanaging director of
Audemars Piguet (AF) Asia, Qliviero is constantly involved
incharity initiatives. Chin isalsoa familiar face at AF's charity

projects whichinclude the charity auction dinnerwith AP
ambassador andFormula One driver Jarna Trullito raise
fundsforvictimsafthe earthquake in Abruzzo, LAquila, italy;
the King's Cup Elephant Polo Tournament where AP made
akeycontribution toelephant welfare in Thailand; and the
Audemars Piguet Foundation which, over nearly 2o years,
has devoted $1.8 million Swiss francs to forest conservation,
ervironment education and children’said projects.

“We also organise anannual auction in Bangkok, where
all proceeds from auctioneditems bearing the AP logo gota
ahespital specialisingin open heart surgery for kids. Every
time | visit the hospital, my heart breaks, but | feel better
knowing I've helped, evenjustalittle” says Oliviero, “At the
end of the day, what's left if you can’t help thase around you?
The mast difficult thingis the chaices you havete make
before opening your heart. At least, forus," the couple says.
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PERSONAL TOUCH: SPONSORING DENTAL SURGE '-

Tan issomeane who putssmileson others '3

and director of Smile Inc Dental Surgeonsi

helping patients with needs ranging fremid

mouth reconstructive dentistry. Wh
Tanalscsponseors dental surgery for semedvidds
says matter-of-factly, “It's just one way of lookingaEll
usingdentistry ana different platform.”

The patients he spansars come fromall walks oflife, from
religious leaders tathe terminallyill, the heartbroken and
canvicts, “Most are referred by word of mouth,and each of
themisdeservingin their own way - like pastors, who've sac
rificedtheir careers and their families’ lifestyles to heedtheir
religious calling, ormenksand theirabbot, who have denta

o be addressed after going into year-long meditaticn.
“Itis gratifying to see howthese patients come out of the
axperience withgreater self-esteem,"says Tanaf hiswork.”|
zed that I'mabletouse my profession and skills for
tnotonly benefitsthase inneed, buralso encour-
ges others to make theless fortunate amongst us happier”
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